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Objective:  The student will create a food chain.   
 
Materials:  
 Various books on animals 
 Paper bag or other bag 
 Pictures of various animals – enough for one per student 
 paper plates 
 strips of paper measuring 7 by 1 ½ inches each – 4 strips/child 
 glue 
 yarn 
 
Introduction: 
Energy travels through an ecosystem along a path called a food chain.  Energy begins with plants because 

they can capture energy from the sun to produce their food.  (This is why we call plants producers.)  That en-

ergy then flows to the consumers that eat the plants.  Consumers that only eat plants are called herbivores.  

Carnivores and omnivores receive energy when they eat other consumers or producers.  Carnivores eat other 

consumers, while omnivores eat both producers and consumers. When plants and animals die, then the de-

composers get to work by breaking down complex materials into simpler ones. They get energy for them-

selves and release nutrients back into the soil. The complex interconnection of the energy is called a food 

web. 

 
Process: 
Fill the bag with pictures of various animals such as raccoons, owls, bats, mice, and grasshoppers. Instruct 

your student to reach in the bag and take one picture.  Next, ask the students to research what each animal 

eats.  After research is complete, instruct your student to construct a food chain using the paper strips linked 

together like a paper chain.  Each student should label and illustrate on each strip of paper the link in the food 

chain.   

 

 

For example if the student’s animal is an owl the paper chain would look like this:  

 

grass ~ mouse ~ owl  
 

Each paper strip represents each link in the food chain.  Further label each strip as herbivore, carnivore, or 

omnivore. Instruct students to create suns out of the paper plates.  Since all energy begins with the sun, it is 

important that the chains are connected to the sun.  
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