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Objective:  The student will create a suncatcher to hang in the window. They will observe what 

happens to salt water when it dries out.  
 
Materials:  
 Petri dishes (or clear lids will work, too!) 
 Epsom salt (can be found at local drugstores) 
 Water 
 Measuring cups 
 Jar 
 Spoon 
 String  
 
Process: 

 Take your petri dish (or lids) and poke a small hole in one of the sides using a pushpin. Make 
sure it is not too close to the bottom of the dish.  

 Tie a piece of string through the hole. This will allow you to hang the suncatcher later.  
 Pour 1/2 cup of water in a glass jar and microwave it for 30-45 seconds.  
 Mix about 1/2 cup of Epsom salt into the warm water.  
 Stir until the salt is dissolved, approximately 1-2 minutes.  
 Slowly pour the salt water into the dishes just enough to cover the bottom. Be careful not to 

overfill the dish.  
 Set the dish in the sunlight. Check on it every couple of hours to see the changes.  
 Leave it for 1-2 days until all the water is gone.  
 Hang up in the window when ready! 
 
Answer these questions: 
 What happened to all the water?  
 What does the salt look like now? Does it look the same as before?  
 Will different salts have different results?  
 
Tips: 

 You want about a 1:1 ratio of salt to water. You can adjust the recipe as needed.  
 The suncatchers are very fragile, so handle them gently or ask an adult to help.  
 Try using colored water instead of plain water.  
 Use a permanent marker to draw a design on the backside of the dish.  


